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The Grod Pile

Greatings, people. Ve are gpeaking to you from a new
Sk by 11 format this issue, so don't look for the smaller
size anymore, "cause we is growed up"..... The size idsn't
the only thing that has changed since we lasti occupied these
nages., On Fetruary 10, the FoO elected new officers for the
coming semester. President is Petle Ricea, vice-president
3ud Johnson, secretary Alberta Etters, and {treasurer Lou
Zippenmeier,

Rach semester we lose a few of the Gainesville members
o7 our hardy crew to the ravages of graduation, finances, in-
ternship and cther sundry ills which befall us. Our latest
casulties are oJtan Xing, Debbi Slater, liike Sheridan and Joe
Zylka, Mike, Joe, and Debbi are heading down to liami and
tell us to expect to hear great things Zrom them in the very
near future.... OSverybody around here, it seems, has been
maling like germsville, Lou flipped his scooter and landed
in the hospital with a brain concussion, while Jefi and
Vernal were caught in the hepatitis epidemic. Even Omar
Ithasm has been hit by the bugs. He's been turning out sic,
sic, sic verses lately... Rev Uright played the lead in the
play“Daniel,” The whole bunch of caving type people showed
up as a group and satl on the Ifront row to offer technically
augmented audience reaction.., All sorts of caving type peis
hve been showing up. Vernal and Alberta have been lieeping
a blind cave salamander in their apariment and Lou was al-
most thrown out of his dorm Zor Leeping a bat in his room...
Bichelberger's cave is no more, A lime pit has been dug over
it and cave surver crews report it totally destroyed. Con-
7aderate cave is soon to Zollow suit, A crew which went ont
there of February 13 reported that gquarring had just begun
above it. In another two or three months it will have gone
the way of Eichelberger's.... The club has turned to pro-
ducing covergirls now. One of our Zemale tYVpe cavers, Sally
Shovar, has made the cover of the latest issue of the HSID
News. The Photo is by FSler Tom Hegan.

Louis Hippenmeicr
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EDITORIAL

The Board of Governors met and amended the By-Laws of the N. S. S. in
October, 1959. Once again Student Grottos have been penalized by the Na-
tional for their youth and irresponsibility. For all other groups the re-
quirement for Grotto status is eight N. S. S. members, the requirement for
Student Grottos however is nine. The membership in Student Grottos is re-
stricted to staff and students of cthe particular school and no provision is
made for retention of membership after graduation. This latter requirement
is bad because usually local ties and friendships are stronger than in the
nebulgyye. N. S. S. especially if the individual remains in the geographical
area of cthe Universicy.

The associate member status has been reduced to the position of a non-
voting, non-office holding category. Thus cthe associate which is by far
the most popular student classification has no voice in National policies.

The unfortunate rub in the entire situation is the fact that many stu-
dent cavers do more 'home-spun' type caving that the "Ole Reliable™ N,S.S.
members. It appears to be an attempt by a minority group of the National
to replace the freedom and spontancousness of spelunking by a mountain of
rules and regulations. In any club, rules and regulations should be min-
imized and individual accomplishments favored.

The plea Ls not for anarchy but for student recognition, let actions
speak rather than words.

Can it be denied that many future N. S, S, members will come from the
ranks of the Student Grottos? The strength and vitality of the future N.S.
S. depends on the actions and policies of today. Treat students as adults
and they will act like adults,

The Florida Speleological Society invites comment and criticisms on

the above views and policies, especially from the other lowly Student Grot-
:osl

Pete (Pogo) Ricca

President
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Der Sweiter llariapper Tripnen

Cn Friday, April 24, a group oI ten Sers set out with
the ostensible purpose of dxploring and locating Marianna caves
over <he wee'send, OCn Friday the trip consisted of seven die-
hardSout of some 15 who planned to go at the first of the weelk.
But some last minute high-pressuring caused three to give up a
dull weelend of studying Tor the Tripn.

Ve c¢crammed Vayne Fisher's % ton pick-up with gear and
people and then proceededi shang-lai Pete Ricca's car also.
The ¢t:ip was uneventful other than the fact that Pete's cov
had 2 lost tag instc '@ of a tag. This caused us to have no
little difficuliy with the 1local roaches; we tool the bacl
streetsand alleys when posz!®le,

Arriving at the Floride Caverns State Park early that
morning we gained eatrance and set up camp, Hal Later on
that morning (10 All) we set out in Pete's cor to Chipley,a
tovn 20 niles west of larianna, to look for what the local
inhabitants coll Falling iter Sink. Ve fouud the ginl:, which
seemed to e well Lnown, by inquiring with the local hill
Ji‘lys. Upon 2o has~y inspection of the area we found not one
sinii, but some 12 sinks and chinneys.

D=k Varren wes first sent down one chimney by <onnectiing
two ¢z ¢ ladders .cogither (in sink 2, See map}. Blake Dowl:in
Towm Hopun, and (ayne Fisher entered an adjacent sink on foot
(#1). It was Zound that the two interconnected into a single
cave, The cave vas mostly verticle, 1leading up at onc ead to
sinl: #1 oand 3pen1ng in two small rcoms at its furthest poiuts,
Upon coming out of the cave into sink 2 w .~ s ;>1r
narrow passageways continued on te connect sinhs e throuch 7.
£t the connection between #2 and #3 part of a shell > a box
turtle was fouud.

AZter exploring thesc passages the group gathered at the
last larg2 sinl..-vhe re 4 waterfall tumbled over the side and
disapneared into an 8 £t, chimzey. Ve Zound it wes possiole
to wallr down the slope of the southeast side of the sink o n
point which is approximately one-half of the Jistancc from
the topo® the waterfall to the bottom of the £all (showvn on
the cross sestion), The spray Zrom the fall preduced seve-
eral colorful rainbows which contrasted beaut: fully in sett-
ings cof luxurious green vegetation and white limes®tonc walls.

Siake ceccured a rope at the ton of the falls and proceeded
to rappel down, being saietied by Dick Varren. After landing
safely ot the bottom he Iound the opening wvhere the water
flows in and procceded te explore it. About’ an hour later,
Blake came out to the ogening in the face cof the chimney shown
in the cross section. ©ince it was impossibtle to get to the
slope unaided, we secured one end of the manila rope to some
large roots and threw the rost to Blake which he tied incaide
and let hang down in the ficsure he just came up. This done,
the rest of us decided to exnlore the cave, Entering the open-
ing we found a fissure going both up and down, In places it
was 5 feet wide, however the average was between two and three
Zeet, At sovaral points large logs were jarmed into the {iss.-
ure, e arrived at the level of the chimney floor, and I went
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flarianner Trippen (cont'd)

into the water Zfall to see how things looked on the other
side. Upon reentering the cave we Zollowed the stream on dcvn
several drops where the roar of the falls made conversation
quite impossible unless one shouted, Landing on the Iinal
?loer we wallted through a passagewvay filled with a Zoot of
water to a small room. The stream entered the pool which
filled most of the room., At one side one could lool up the
fissure to where the headlight beam disappeared inte the dark-
ness, It must have been some 70 or 20 feet. Aiter taking
several limestcn® samples here and having scome trouble with
Vernal's 1light, we again returned up through the fissure and
out into the warm sunshine.

Sevie B e ve de e L T REHERFERE R

It was about G Pl wvhen we returned to camp. Barbi and
Jake, who had been studying there all day showed up later.
After supper, which consisted of stolen chicken fried to a rich
luscious, golden brown and scrumptious hush-pupies, the high
supreme council met to discuss the next cave to be visitad.
Upon deciding to visit Gerard's Cave we loaded up the truck,
but unfortunately Zound that Etters was missing again, How-
ever she came riding when she heard the Lord blow the cow horn.

Fisher drove the truc!: down the one-horse road nearly to
the cave entrance., In the cave we Zollewed the main passages
and at the end waited while Jalke continued climbing a difficult,
narrow ledge tc the other side of a dee» pool of water, Later
we tock pictures and made some biological observations. There
were seven or eight crayfish in various pools, a dead bat,
other bats were heard in a water filled passageway, and finally
Dick saw one Haideotritan.

Upon returning to camp that night we built a campfire and
hit the sack. The next day we set out on the return jouraney
to Gainesville, The trip home was also wneventiul other than
our frightening poor old ladies with a cow horn, stopping at
the mysterious Grotto Cave, and watching two highway patrol
cars chase add stop Pete's car just outside of Gainesville to
help lool: for his lost tag.

Tom Hogan

FAROUS “UCTATIONG-

They 5till have opinions of their own, cducate then.

- N3S Board

Clem, you don't thinl: they is some of them Russian type
fellers, do you?
- omalltowner

P.:Gﬁ 7




CAYE COTILLIONM

Cn the night oI Feburary 2V, 120, a screaming hoard oZf
caving type pecople willi descend upon Confederate (Jennings)
Cave to hold the semiansusl Cave Cotillion (shudder).

The viilian in charge ol the carnsse this time will bDe
hev Wright.

llev is planning a psuedo-Japanese themg¢ for the entire
party and all partcipants are expected to bring along =oris,
The decor will be Japanose primeotive with Japanese lanterns
supplying the illumination and the two witch pots decorated as
oriental chamber pots (his and hers).

Jiusic will be supplied by the C17 member Hicanopy Cymphony
Orchestra, Betwzen nmumbers pgusrtar piciing type cavers will
play vhile everybedy joing in singing bawdy songs.

As each person enters the cave (by cable ladder, iZ he
doesn't mind going dewn the slow way,) Upon arriving at the
bottom he will utier a long orientzl curse directed at the sub-
Civision owners wio are starting to quarry directly over the
cave. The entering sp2lunker will then douse his light and do
2 Tom Sawyer bit (i.e. following 2 siring to the main room in
whaich the party will be held.)

pron arrival, the peopla sit a for a round of singing.
Then all are there, the festivities oI the night will begin,
OCupervised by Rev Wright, people will embark on all sorts of
weird pgames, Vhen 2all are thoroughly pooped the Cotillion
lecture series will begin., First on the agenda will be the
sceciety's leading orieatologist, Umar Ihasm, giving a tali on
The Caves of ®iini Litol. Jecond will be the Atlanta Grotto's
Yeprosentative, Or, LSurasmus B, Blaclk, lecturing on "€0-
existance", Last, but not least, will be the abominable cave-
man, Jake JToifman, giving a tall: on "Becoming a Clod". After
the spreches will come the highlight of the highlights of the
evening when Zob Perrine and Pete Riceca will strip down and
give an exhibition of Sumo wrestling., AZter the wrestling
mateh the party will degenerate into thii dtandard brawl,

After all is snid and done the happy cavers will cither
nead back to Gainesville or sacl: ocut in the cave for the rest
¢Z the night, 3ut always in the minds of speluniers everywhere,
this will be a day that will live in infanmy,

L caver just ocut for a lark,
Was tierd of a carbide light sparlk,
A monster he built,
: But the acid he spilt.
ilowv he prelfers to undress in the dari:l

- Cmar Zhasm

~
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CAVE PAINTING3 FOUND

Clystus Frang was a very scientifically minded speleol =
gist. EHe would discomrse intelligently on cavemen anc¢ cave
creatures and would rappel athletically at the drop of a
hardhat.

1t was only natural that Clystus should make the disco-
very. 2rang and a caving partiy were checlking out what ap-
peared to be a run-of-the-mill cave when he came upon 2 side
passage that loocked interesting. He advised his companicns
that he was trying the passageway and proceeded down it,
crawling carefullydown the narrow way.

The twisting passage suddenly cpened into. an immense
erea in which the beam of his headlamp was lost. Fantiati-
cally multi-hued shapes fTlared inte the ray of light and
7lashed as Drang, crouched in the opening, appreciativély
examined the living formations.

He straightened up and walked forwvard, threading his
vay around massive, stained stalagmites until he came upon &
dead area, where no water dripped.

There on a wall he saw them,

Paintings.

Clystus blinked, stopped breathing, gasped, and blinked
again, He stembled Zforward and stocod inches away from the
wall. A profusion, =2 confusion of brilliantly outlined,
mammouth beastis were traced by & skillful hand on the recep-
tive surface. e forgot his companicns and stood staring in
the galledy for what seemed hours.

tlere they real? His elation suddenly eovaporated. He
had hezrd of no similar £inds in any oI the caves cf the
area. GSome lousy practical joker must have scribbled on the
cxumbling wall. Ho one knew for sure i7 cave dwelling pre-
historic man had lived in this area... That's it! No one
tnew! Vell, now he lmew! He Zelt much better as he thought
of the tremendous sensation his genuine ancient cave draw-
ings would cause in scientific circles, Let's be scientific
about this now, he thought. He removed his hardhat and fo-
cused the headlamp beam on the wall,

"Yes", he muttered, 'yes." He carefully touched the
ochre hide of a great animal shown surrounded by leaping
figures. '"The pigments,' he lectured to the audience he saw
in his mind's eye, "are the same as those used by the anci-
ent troglodytes in caves of southern France and Altmira,
Spain, Lo~=2 vegitation of the same type which grew in Eur-
ope at the time supplied the coloring matter, while the fig-
ures are,.." He looked at the finger he wvas waving and sta-
red in disbelie?. The paint hadn't flaked off, it had smear-
ed off'! It must be... No, it was dTy here. He touched the
wall again and stared at his hand and the painting. Vhat,..

He terned. A huge, hairy arm encirceled his throat, foul
breath f£illed his nostrils as he was enveleoped in a great
crushing hug.

The last thoughts that crossed his derkening mind as
the squat figure outlined in the glow cf the headlamp squeez-
ad the life from him was, "God! The paint is still weil”

Fagn 9 Joe Pylia

~ite
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CAVE ARCHAECLCGY

The cave has ofiered man o shelter tor abcut %7
years, Paleolithic man lived off and on in_caves, and =Zn <o
arcas modern man continues to live in them.t

As archeological sites, caves may be divided into .
types: : :

1, The shelter cave or a%=i (Fr, abri, shelter)
which is often little more than an overhanging roclk. Genersi.:
this type has an entrance which is very large compared wish
the total length of the cave, Some famous caves of thic Zyp~
are Predmost, Grimaldi., and Cromagnon in Europe and Ilodon
Rocl: Shelter. Russel Cave and Ventana Cave in the U.S.

2. The cavern or deep cave, which generaliy bhrao o
small entrance ond a very long total length. Somo ax~malon o
this type are Altamira, Trois Freres and Gypsum cave.

The basic difference between these two types of ~ores
{vhich may seem a rather arbitrary division speleoleplenli -
speaking) is that they tend to contain two differcnt Linds c.
archaelogical sites, In shelter caves 1living or hoblintion
sites are most often encountered, whereas they = »ely oczcur in
deep caves (and then only in the entrance). Sites in 435
caves, when they occur, are generally of a ritualissic tyne
These sites most often consist of wall paintings or bag-oo-
liefs, such as the Bison paintings at Altamira,

The type of cave which man chooses as a habitatiorn sit
is generally characterized by the following features:

1, It is dry, This . . ‘a=2tor of utmost impeortancze.
and ptgbahly explains the laclk - occupation of most I'leolc.
caves .,

2. It offers sufficient proteétion from <the cin.
ments, especially wind and rain (or snow).

3. It 1 well ventilzted. This may account foxr the
luck of occupation in the baclk rooms of deep caves, although
there may heve been some "religious reasons why mac did po-
live deep in certain caves,

Cave sites rank among the most imporitant of any <type ot
archaeologicgl site, This iz for two reasons. DPirct of I
cave middens are usually very well stratified. Thut is, %
various culture bearing strata are still in a more or loss
horizontal pesition and show clearly the relaticnships bebyoe:,
the strats. P beautiful ekample of this is at Ventana Ca =
west of Tucson, Arizona. Here there is a culiure seguenss
which represents practically continous occupatien for a
period of about 15,000 yc .5, The strata here are in the
followving order:

Dry period-midden HOHOIAN
San PEDRO

Vet period-midden CHIRICAHUA-AIARGOSO IT

Red Sand VENTANA-ANARGOSO I
(Cochise and ®Pinto Cul-

tures)

Volcanic Debris Ventana Complex (Folso-

moid)

Basal Volcanic Conglomerate,
Another, perhaps more interrésting example is at Sandia Cuove
north of Santa Fe, Hew lexico. Here, the sequencg is:

page 11




w70 Arctacoicpy {zoctd)
tecent
Stalactite Loyer (CaCogy
Folsom Laye:x
iellow Ochre layer {;egos)
sandia Lager
Zasal Limcstone

The tim2 inveoived here may bs as high as 22,000 years, The
various cultuare bearing loyerz are neatly separated by ster-
ile layers. Thz vellow oczhre layor spparentiy represents an
aavancae of the Misconzin glaclzation vhich may have been the
Pravo plovial asgociated wild the liankats advance., The stalac-
Live lover mueol reprosent auotbor et period sometime sihortly
before tie Hnathermnl {about 7000 B8.C.;, a poriod whea the cli-
mave wes getting warmer:,

Since & cave offers o wore stable and protected environ-
pent, &% often préserves materials whichk under normal condi-
tZong would perish, This happens mogt notabliy in very dry de-~
sext or mountagin caves, I the Anericar Southwest woven san-
dala, bashets, teatiles and matting, 211 made from plant mat-
oviel: which would decuy 3in znother enviroment. have been
fovnd. Hammificd hunar beings have been found heve and in
Pera,

In gnatrast to open-uite exeavation, cave sitos offer
cortnin difficulties, The woriking spacé in a cave may range
Zrom sevoral bundred feet down to a foot., The latter tends to
nalke digging sonewhat difflcult, Also, the cave deposits may
be covered vith ¢y dust or guano. This can be a great nui-
sance vhan the alr gets satovated’ with the dust, muking
broathing and evea soeiay difficvit, Yn certain caves in the
Amerlcan Southwaest, diggirg crews are supplied with dust masgks
o7 o precavtionary megsure, The common spelzological problem
oi brealdodn does not seem to “a ¢f much importance whea dig-
ging sites, The wrils %% Sind A slanka evis vhono
ceavation wac hampared oy ovooonhdow, Finally, in some caves
a sourse of ligh* nust ve previded for the crews, This was
truzo of Russell Cave, and sriifidsl light iz essential for
the viewing of the decp sites in Allomira, Trols Freres, and
other <=ves of the Dordogae and Pyrences,

in couclugion et meo say that caves have potentialities
which Love scaveely been (apped, and that 1f spoleology and
rcaacoiopy Torl topether, ocut hnovnledge of man will be broad-
apad (renzadously . :

Robert K. Beadley

Tootactess
1. Wétubly in Hoxribwest Africa, Spain, and i v@~ ~7 “ivdco.
%, The two shelter caves Lnowm to have been secun =d in Fio-

vida are’in the novthuest centrn) pazt of the stata, nes¥

Daxiania, They aze guite far above the water table, hence dry.
. A middes Ls the floox of a habitation site, contaiaing

the ' »aZuse 2f ths inbabltants, ’

4, Ventanoa Cave 3s a voleande twpe., IT wad novimtlisn Lo
by 2 gos pocizai vheon the iave was nolten.
page 12




A MATERNATICAL APPROACE TO SPELUNKIRG

Uwon one occasion or znother every spelunler has found hinself
inasoiicadbly lost in the bowels of the aarth, cearching for the cave
wntrance, The guestioan arises: what is  the possibility that in 21l
thi= systematic wandering the befuddled spelunizer will come upon an--
othcy casrance and ithrough this virgin portal claw his way up into
daylight?

The mgsibilities of the 2xistance of hitherto unlnown cave en-
spaces 1o 02 course a matier of chance and the provlem lends itself
qasurally lo the application of stotistical theory. It is the purpose
o7 this article to reguaint the everyday caver, before he decends once
arain  inte this world of darlmess, with two things; fTirst, his chance
=7 Zinding Lis weay out and second, his chances of finding his wvay out
Jy neans of a new passage,

The Zundanental mathematics necessary to solve this problem were
garatoved by Pro?. 3Sturdley Zigafoos of Iowa Jti*e sonme 30 years ago.
e Gipafocs lipear set theory, as it is called, involves comple:s co-
variant analysis coupled with linear regression, progression, and di-
cregasion,

Assun> neophyte spelunier S located in 2 holraum of finite dimen-
sigons, nis location in space at tine zero (0,0,0). The coordinates of
the catrance he is searching for is (x,y,z). Assuming that the walls
of ihe cave are of Florida rotten limestone with an average porosity
o? Py, the distribution of pores of size APg is given by the following
enpression:

How the frequency of occurence of pores of size AP. when APp ——>
size 3% (assuming 32 average waist size) recches a finite limit under
certnin conditions, As spelunker S proceeds in random motion away Irom
origin (0,0,0), the probability of his approaching an entrance de-
creases.,

As the wanderings beccme more random the confusion factor X be-
comes significant. This factor X must be multiplie< by the initial
coniidence factor I @ time zero.

Applying the first postulate of the Zigafoos linear set theory,
the postulate ci regression, we must integrate the frequency expres-
sion for pores of size 32 to get the total number of occurences, thus:

Se 00 G-
e 1 G-&(-a—é—) =E
-0 Mxy J27 °

Applying the second postulate of the Zigafnos linear set theory,
the postulate of jrogression we con obtain an interval estimate of the
mean square velocity T, Taking the square 1root we have the average
velocity for the mean path of T.

Br applying the third postulate of Zigafoos, that of digression,
it readily can» be secn that there once was a plumber from Lea, whe was
plumbing o girl by the sea ..... whoops! too much digression.

lmltiplying the confusion factor, X, initial confidence factor I,
+he pore size 32 fuctor E and the mean average velocity T, we have:

XIET

Rearracging the terms we have:

pag~ 13
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l~th of Caving (contd.)

Therefore we may conclude that the probability is 1.0 that upon
wandering for time T the caver will come upon an exit rather than an
entrance. Breaking these resulis down further we find the probability
¢! the neophyte discovering a new uninown exit is:

Thus by the triumph of modern mathematics we can conclude:
1.) The probability that the caver will find an EXIT rather
than an entrance is 1l.o0.
2.) The probability that the caver will find an unknown exit
is TCUCH,
OED

Peter M. Ricca, M, frun

THE COMIING OF TEE HCNSTER

In the past T'SSers have occasionally been handicapped by the lim-
Ztations of common directional light sources. Carbide and electric
headlamps fail to pencetrate more than a few feet into the cave, and
gasoline lanterns spread their light out too much, To remedy the sit-
vation Jake Hoffman has invented "ilionster Light." The "lMonster" con-
sists of a G volt spotlight bulb encased in an Indian motorcycle head-
light shell to which is attached a handle, Electricity is supplied by
a motorcycle battery which is carried in a leather case with a should-
er sling,

The first two "lonsters" have been taken on nunerous caving trips
and have provided more than adgquate light for the caves in this arecn.

The sucess of the original "llonsters" has led to several varia-
tions, Lou Hippemmeier has a new type of "lMonster" which is essent-
ially a huge <flashlight powered by two #6 ignition dry cells, He is
currently working on amother variation which will consist of a nawv
signalling light powered by nickle-cadmium cells taken from a Wike
nissle,

ege U




dORNLBY SINX

Last spring, Dr. Talter Auifenberg, then our faculty ad-
visor, mentioned to the grotto that he knew of a diving local-
ity that mnight produce somz fessils, and asZed us to take a
look at 1t, This localitly, Hoxagby 8ink. is located a few
miles outside of High Sprinns. Filorvida, about Z5 miles from
Gainesville,

That April, Joe Dabbs and Blahe Dow‘1ng wont down. but
were cble to descend oaly x
ter and a great "nunmber cf Lucuohes uﬁd daau tubu trunks chat
were in the way. A month later, thio water had cleared and
Blake, Joe., Ron lorse and Jes Pylie ware ibie to go all the way
to the bottom, 150 feet below the Svrface. This in the diepest
recent dive made by groito members.

This sinkhéle can be sclissified os one cf the more diffi-
cult to dive in, First of all, tie depth is wudnh gresior than
that usually enccountered in diviag in this area, Second, there
is an appreciable currert in tho sassagoway at the bottom: and
it is sweeping away from the eniraace, so0 that an usnuspecting
diver might Lc swept awav, unlecgs tied down wiik a saitey line,
Third, because of the d sth, ons could not remuin at the bot-
tom more thon three minutes on a single tank., 1f he were to
have sufficient air fcr decompressisn, Last, but not least,
the extrem~ pressures encountercd at the botiom necessitatod
the construction of a spe.;al 1ight source that could s '1ly
operate at that depth, For ivstance, during 2 prel imin:"y dive
a Voit underwater’ Zlashlight was \arried by on2 oi the divers
for test purposes, This i1s a gtoudavd type, snessed in rubboy
and with seps‘ate on and off switches that can oe operated by
cold ingers, At 100 fect. comnrassion of the rubber was crnovgh
g0 that the Lght was shut off. and sooayed off,

Since air was at such a premium, svhceguent dives vereé
made with double tanl ragu wiik a contiauous 50% air rescxve
This was accomplished by indepandeatl" valving cuach tank in*o
a common manifold, Then wkca one tonk wes ompty, it was re-
filled from the other. Thus one taak aiwaye had air, After
three refills it was time to go vn, Blake constructelan under-
vater light, consisting of an au*nm Lile headlight sowered by
HiCad storage batteries 4 R ta i £701 OB
half of & low pressure a.. tanl, aw: s.ccod vl o thich plas-
tic lens, This threw out a very bright boam, and was parfectly
watertight Those who were at the SEWA Cave Cornival last sum=~
mer may remember the Tright 1ight that Biake used up there,
It was the prototype of the diving light. Tor safety auxiliary
lights, we attachéd rzdar lights ¢ 6 volt batteries and tied
then to our wrists,

Dufing the summer, diving trips vwvere node almost every
veekend, In many ways. it is a fabulous place. Dr, fuffepboxg
wvas right, thore are fossils down there. ALl over the place.
Since there is a sliight current. the i oor of the »age agewoy
is kept clean of =milt, and the bomes literally pave “ne £loor.
on the first trip, some me todun teeth and vertabrae were we-
covered, On later trips we amruced a whele zoo of Ploistocene
animals. Remains were Ffound of Tapir. Buffalo (Bison), Ground
Slot: (incéiucirg the two most con let2 skulls found in the
Eastern U, 8.,, Beor, Deor. Avmao~]lo, derse. Alligator. and
Turtie (probably Pseudenys) . TFew picrofossila were found. pro-
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Hornsby Sink (contd)

bably because of the sweeping action of the current, Veire
guesstimating that the assemblage is late pleistocene, most
probably Visconsin in age, At that time, water levels in Flo-
rida weré low enough so that the locality was a dry sinkhole
and cave, It thus became a natural trop for animals, who could
not climb out because of the steep walls, The onply living
things “hat were seen at the bottom were cavernicclous crav-
fish, Procambarus pallidus, which were to be 3eon cravling
over the Iossilg ¢r SWInniang freely in tha mliddle of the puis-
agevay. ‘

In August, a trolley 1line was placed im the cinkhole
leading from the bone pascagewsy” to the poaint at which 1t i¢
a verticle ascent to the surface. Ve pla2u on puiting a laige
basket suspended from pulleys on this lire so that larger pum-
bers of fossils per dive, as well as laxger pleces, can'ba re-
moved, and so that less exertion is placed on the diver. Among
the larger pieces removed so far,are included ' »dsiudof Suvor
Jaw with complete dentition., tusks, humeri ac! Yemurs of the
sane beast, and some ground sloth humeri, 7The fossils that we
gave rémoved have all been turned over to the Florida State

uscum,

Diving has been called to a halt, because of cooler wea-
ther and a temporary lack of equipmont, but it Should siaxt in
again this spring, when the weather warms up, Ve should lLe
able to bring up a good deal of food materinl this season. Cn
ay last dive in, I just Lknow I saw a complete Gigantobisoa
skull, less horns, right near that other mastodod LowcE 17,
This year I hope to see it in the sunlight,

Joe Pylka

I~8, I ccn sna you muech batt~r, now,

page 17




e prane' Cave Accident

On the night of December 1& elaven collegiate pranksters
_of¢ their drinlking to go cut to Varrens' Cave., lione was -
Jrimorienced caver and no one had any of the proper eguipment.
ey were attempliang the very davgarous "“Juicide Passage"
s Mlliam J. Hoover, 12, slippad and fell fifty-five feet
20 the floor o the cave. Paniciting, o¢ohn A Eastnam, I°,
221l about filtevn least and lauded coa thoe small bridge near
"Jurprise Ledge."! William P. Jaclisoa, 12, climbed on the up-
Sur passage in ovder to get to his injured companion, then
Jrome with fear and refused to move. [Jeanwvhile, others in
the party drove for help., After a three hour delay, rescue
onerations were begun by the Sheriff's Department which at
20 tine notified the FOS and waich at no time had “lie proper
~opes and rescue paraphanslia, A7ter the boys were taken
cnt of the cave, IZRastoan was treated Zor two broken ribs at
Llachua Ceneral 'cspital and releascd. Hoover was hospital-
‘red Zor seve al days with mmliip’ 2 contusions £9 abrasions,
‘nrrens' Cave, one of the most dunparous in Florida was the
site of a similar accident in 1755, AZler the 19556 accident
the FSE2 pgated the cave entrance znd the road leading to it.
~he site2l gate across the mouth was later tomn out by some
Traternity boys utilizing a hydreolic jack, After the 1C5¢C
acci nt the FLO erected a new gate on the road, The gate
thich was consirvcted of stecl nnd imboedded in concrete last-
ed less than a week hefore it was uprooted by curious college
students, eager to see the site ol the "tragedy".

B S = \’u H’" < I ]\‘* - -‘-‘\\& &3"‘\0 \\ ' C
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SEMISTER BREAX TRIP--
AWD ANOTHER CAVE SALAMANDERS

During semester break, 2 bucket ef people went te the
Smoky Mountains to hike and to camp. There was snow oa the
upper part of the mountains, and so we all had a jolly time
making snowmen, having snowball fights, and sledriding. All
ef us were from the north originally but had lived im Florida
in the winter going to school, so none of us had seen the
white stuff for quite some time,

Jake and Pete hiked on the Appalachian Trail for several
days., The rest of us were to have met them at the end of the
trail. Their directions were: come for us londay evening
and wait till dusl:, I7 we aren't there, then come back for
us the next a.m. Fine, We waited; no one showed; we left.
Huch later that night two bedraggled, tired hikers came inte
eamp, and after alarming us all Dy pretadding to be bears
scratching hungrily on the sides of the tents, they told us
the story. It seems that we missed them by only sevem min-
utes, and they couldn't camp out to wait for us till the next
morning because their sleeping bags had gotten wet, To top
it off, they didn't get a single blister on the trail, but
walking those last eight miles over the hard paved road,
their feet really got ruined., Say, "La ve" or something,

On the way b~~": from the mountains, were to have met
Jim and Al (and anyone else who came along) at Climax cave,
Georgia. However, we arrived late, and not finding them thocre
we decided thcy would come the next day perhaps, and so we
sacked out in our sleeping bags.

The next morning, awakened by 2 cow mooing, I looked
around. Not seeipgg anyone else up, I decided not to initiate
any rash aciion, and so went back to sleep.

Earlier, it seems that Jake had been bothered by an over-
ly friendly dog who kept him awake, so when he saw Pete stir
ence, he said, "Pete, whistle!" Pete mumbled, “HUH?" Afgter
the message seeped im a second time threugh the sleepy fog,
not seeing the dog, he whistled out of curiosity, The west
of the morning, Jake slept peacfully while Pete cursed the
dog. Or so I've heard--I wouldn't really know, for I was
blissfully asleep.

Neither Jim nor Al showed, so we took it upon ourselves
to go into the cave, There were two other local boys vhe
wanted to go in with us, so Jake dashed on with them, and the
rost of us bumbled along behind, I was the behindest bacause
I was looking into a pool of water to see what might be in 8%
Yhere were crayfish, Then, by eracky, I savw a salamander!
it was p.le pink, transparentish, eyeless, and had three darke
er pink feathery gills on each side of its head. The head
seemed large and its 1limbs seemed quite thin in compariscs
with the rest of its body.

I was .1 in a tizzy, for I remmambered all the commetion
that resulted when Dick Warren and Jee Pylka, FSSers ene and
all, found the salamanders in a cave inm uarianna. Flerida,
(in article about that sdlamander will be found in the April
1659 issue of the Florida Speleologist.)
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TRIICTER BREAX 7RI (cont'd)

Suddenly the rascle dashad into the sediment and was x:ae,
I told Vernal what I “hought I had seen, and we decided to
2ind it on the way out,.

We didn't have time to see all the cave (and besides, we
got lost in the Tea Room), so we soon returned, and by George
there werse TVUC of the dag-nabbed critters where I had seen the
one, Ve were all afraid to try to cat:zh them for fear we'd be
the one to miss and chase them away, Vhile we were in this
state of indecision as to whe should catch them, the one swanm
a™y. Finally, Jalke agreed to t-y it, but before he did, a
crayfish bumped him (salamander, not Jake) and he scooted,

Now we were rattled--suppose neither came back and we
would never know if it really was a Haideotriton wallacei, the
little-known cave salamander!

The rest went on, and Vernal and I sat and waited, After
about fifteen munutes, our vigil was rewarded by the appear-
ance of the pink creature. He (or she?) was on my side of the
pool of water, so I grabbed for him. Surprised, he rushed
over to Vernal, She made a snatch at him, and, utterly aghast,
no doubt, he dashed toward me. This t.me I got him as he near-
ly went by me. Phew!: It was a close one!

Jake had donated his hardhat, so we put him (salamander,
not Jake) into the hat with some water and carried it carefully
out., There was a remarkable number of individual groups going
into the cave and they kept going by, asking to see our sala-
mander, It seems that Pete and Jake, already out, told the
people as they went in that we were 1looking for one. With
pride, we showed our pet.

Filling a canteen with water Zrom his locality, and after
putting him in a more secure container, we were all set to go
home.

That night, when we got to Gainesville, we went to chas-
tise Jim for not showing up. However, he had a good sob-story
ready about having to be a counselor to the people who regis-
tered 1late, & i to the 2l 1™s at the U of F. Also, he
clamed Al's ca: had gotten ill suddenly, so we forgave him—--
especially aiter he served us some of his Pale Stale Ale and
Joyce served that delicious coffee she makes.

Then the parties scattered to their various residences,
and Vernal adn I dropped by Joe's. He wasn't in, so we leit a
note, \le were consrvative, and cnly said that we had a crit-
ter which we had found in Climax Cave which he might be inter-
ested in, He came by later, and was surprised to see that it
was indeedy a Haideotriton wallacei, This delighted me no end.

The next day, w- counld't decide whether to give it to the
biology department or not, fearing they would immo”’ ~%ely nlop
the poor thing into formaldehy’e, It was our pet which we had
so carefully tried to keep alive, and he was so cute, and it
would be a shame to murder it, and--ah, shucks, you know what
I mean, So all day, we kept . rning into cavers we know, and
would casually say in the course of the conversation, "Oh, by
the way, we have a live Haideotriton wallacei in our refrige-
rator..."

Jlell, we decided to tell Dr, Reimer of the biology deport-
ment at the U of F about our net, and he was very interesced.




SRL: OTER 2REAX TRIP (cSonc'd)

We tock the sslanander for him to see, and when he haoaird that
we had boon upable to find white worms anywhere to iecd him,
Di. Pzimer gave us some brine sheimp eggs, and asked 45 he
couid phectogrveph it some time. He ¢ 30 gave us & jar of forme-
aldehyde in case be {(szlamander, not Dr. Reimer) died., Tzt
Vnat a thought,

Then the f£oljowing day ve goct to thintiag, and figured
shusty: (a2} If we heep our pot, we will have fo hocp on having
*a0 refrigerator at a Julrly high tempzraiura so ve can Leep him
in thers to lover his metabolism go he will 3ive, (b} ou:’
Zrouer f20ds didn't saen te be very Zrozea of latve becunse o
the high temperaiure, e} We mar not de able o Leecp him aliva
(d} 2f he dlcs amnd wo don't 2in¢ Lt out sSoon esough T put
hainy ir A pregcovetiveo, we wauld have gone <he scienc: of bis.
logy & dirty deed, (&) poraaps woe wvers boing siily abou* the
mettor of wot wemtlnz to give our neat pet ug, (£} mavhe, juet
meyde, Dr, Beimer wo ldn't cast our Zriend inze & jar aud Riil
him!

The next » m., we trotted over te Dr, Reimer's office with
his brine sbrinp enrs and our Eaideotrilon wvallac2i, and said
goudby vo him.  (Both 3. mander ond Dr. Reimesr,)

P.5, TFive cays latoer, 2 biologist fricnd wanidd %o &
the creature, so he was shown 1%, and it was still alivels:
Or, Neimer zald we could Lave copics of the photos when ho
\zhes thenm, HBAT!

22
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Alb2v<a Bitzss

fu agile voung caver named Jode,
Loppelled in his campus apoda,
fle siipped from the ceiling,
ith 2 giclening feeling,
Fell Leadfiyrct into the conmode.

- Omar 2o,

L sequestered hermit zaned Stroup
Deaidad $s ape Alley Oop.
He lived iu a cave
Till he started to rave
To the bats, "Ch, you'=: aood group.'

- Onmar Thzax,

TANOUS "UOTATIOIN. -
"I reed a havdna: like ! need a hole in tke Lead."
- Rav (Four Stiches} Uright




S.E.R.A. Heetipng
debruzry 20, 1960

The very Zeep ¢id rot+ 0 Christ!
That eve. Lhis suould be!

Yeo, slimy chicpge did crovwl with legs
Upon the gliuy sea,

S. T. Coleridge

The biannua. Seuth East Reglos Association meet.ns of the Naticoal
Speleological Soc.exy :=a Atvlenta prodused sone intevesting resulcs. 8e-
tween the partyisg, doinkiug, zoacsirg old friendekips, and banjueting z
buziness mastiryg was hell, ALttondance woo of counrse predomine tiy Atlaata
membecs due to losatiun, foermunaraly cach grocto reprasented lhad but one
vota., Twenty-tlice people zeprescn fig five grotteos ettended the Lanquet
and ensuing business mea2tin; ia which the new § E R,A officers ware elae-
ted. The 1950 officers ave .im Prichavd, Atlansi - Chairman, J.U. MeCiung,
Auburn = Vice Cha‘iaap, Mrs, Varucdoe, Huutsville - Secretary, Larry Woller
Atlzata - Toiasursr.

The subject of ilost sildes of the 1358 circle was brought up. ‘the
Huntsville =zlidey lave ziaupeared hut the Florida siide cirele still re-
maias unacccunted for This has led to revision of ci:culation schedule so
that no slides will be ex.tarced with ather croups outside of rha Southeast
Tegion, Thus slice tapez wil'! be exchanged between seven clubs, Flovida,
Ltisnta, Auburn, Puntseille, Chottarcoga, Birmingham and Sastern Tennessee.

The publication of the Svutheast Caver maszazine was taken up by e
Atlan=a Grotto for the coming yeur and it will be out twice a year. %“ne
National! hae withoerewn f£ivencfal suppert Lfrem z»¢  E.R.A. publication so
that all expenses must now come Frem soutbeastorn rescurces.

The Cave Caralval has boen =oves v from 4th of July to obor Day Le-
cause of conflizz with the Gationel Convention. ULetails will be in the
next Lssue of tha Soutbeser Covor,

After the lLanguer the Chattanooga slide circle was shown. Tiha subject
was -0 Ints Mystes. Hole ucar “hattarcoga. <he excelleut show of mere
than sixty slidsc nas rerzwec the faith of the F,S8.5. contiagenc acd shows
that there are seme active gpcluniers left in the nationzl.

The Artlanta concizve was a*t =aed by Pete Ricca, Lou Hippemmeicr, Ray
Herbert, and Touy Kendzlio:x,

“ete Ricca
NOTICE 'C =HUTOLRAFPHERS

Clocing date for entries iv Thirtecuth Internarional falon of Speleo-
lozical Jhotographic Art is May lstc 19¢0, See any club officer for details
of entry.

mous yetinas

Y1 guess if I write <cao:gh lescers 1 can become praosident of the la-
tional Smeleclogical Sceizty.™ Thomas Augles, M.D.
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